NOEL MEETING MINUTES SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6, 2005
Meeting took place at Maura Burn’s home in Sturbridge, MA.  We had a great potluck which included Maura’s delicious hot cereal bar.  People were very creative.  In attendance were:  Ann Catelli, President; Susan Smith, Treasurer; Pat Vandenberg, Secretary, & Allan Kent; Maura Burns; Stephanie & Richard Fine; Ron & Janice Dallas; Jerome Conner & Kara Haff; and Nancy Shapiro.
Called to order at 10:45 AM.

PRESIDENT: Six of Ann’s designs for Future Fashion Folio were accepted. Much cheering.  (We guessed that her designs had arrived on time!)
VP: No report.  
SECRETARY:    Finger problems seemed to abound in the last few Minutes.  President pointed out that I had not only misspelled Lise’s first name, but also her last – my apologies!  Minutes were accepted as corrected, with one abstention.
TREASURER:  Report got into ICG treasurer on time.  This time it included an updated Excel spreadsheet of our membership.  Most people responded, and those who didn’t she treated as correct.  Thank you to those who took the time to reply.   Since there is no December meeting, Susan is collecting dues renewals today.  If you were not in attendance, Susan will be posting a reminder.  Individual dues are $12; household is $20.  Please make out your check to Susan Smith so she can make out one check to ICG.  (Much cash will be passed after the meeting.)
WEBMISTRESS:  Lise sent an e-mail; she’s in the middle of a project she needs to complete for school.  Also, she is having problems opening attachments which means she doesn’t always know where the next meeting is when she misses one.  (I’ll send her a special non-attachment report:  Pat)

Lise acknowledged she received Susan’s comments about the webpage and that she hasn’t been good about updating the website monthly for monthly meeting locations.  However, she feels that there still should be

everything on the website that a new member needs to get started (as witnessed by new members!)  She will be dealing with Susan’s comments and updates during the weekend.

NEWSLETTER:  Maura had good news and bad news.  Good news is that she now has Page Maker so can do PDFs and stuff.  Bad news is she needs new news as all the old news she had is now out-of-date!  Ann suggested putting in the new Future Fashion Folio themes: something having to do with orange; Red Hat ladies with purple and red; and Rock ‘n Roll Redux.  The deadline for next year is mid-August, this is why we need to think of it now.  Kara suggested we send our newsletter to the Costume Department at Middlesex College in Lowell; they now give a degree in costuming and we may get more members.  (Everyone agreed this was a great idea and with an unexpectedly clear presentation from Kara who was in the middle of a paper due the next day!)
OLD BUSINESS: 
LACostume report:
Laurel Cunningham-Hill has agreed to run a make-up class, concentrating on what is needed for the LACon 2006 Worldcon costume.

This will be presented at our February meeting.  If you have questions, comments, concerns, contact Jill.  We should do pictures of before, during and after.

Nora Mai is running CC25 in St. Louis, March 29 – April 2, 2006.  It is two months earlier than CC24 in 2005, which took place in May.  Ann wants to schedule a date and time for all of us to sit around and draw.  Think of dates when you would like to do this.  Three special themes are:  Orange – ‘best use of’; Red Hat red and purple – from old age poem; plus Rock and Roll Redux.

Ann showed off the membership directory she had typed before coming to the meeting. (Much ooing & ahing!) She asked us to check our information and put a check-mark next to it. Passed around.

CONVENTION REPORTS:

(The puns were flying and Pat said she was going to insist on pun fines; Maura replied that this was her house and it was a pun free zone – much laughter.)
Jerome attended WizardWorld, a comic book convention, September 30 – October 2, 2005, at Bayside Expo, Boston, which had a lot of costuming.  There were 9,000 people at the convention. There were a lot of super hero costumes;  Jerome noted that spandex was not kind to heavy figures!  He handed out guild membership flyers which were scooped up.

Jerome is planning to attend United Fan Con, November 11-13, a media con.  Leonard Nimoy will be there in place of Patrick Stewart, who had duties as a chancellor at a college in England, as the Guest of Honor.  Mira Furlan, from B5, will also be a guest as will quite a few other ‘well-knowns.’
NEW BUSINESS:

Susan has gotten back the pens and tape measurers from Dina.  Pat, and others, believed Jill had sent an e-mail saying she was willing to store them; Susan to contact her.  Susan suggested we do more to put these ‘fairly expensive’ items to work for us.  It was suggested we use the tape measurers for hall costume awards.  Arisia was thought to be our first opportunity to do so, however, Jerome will be doing this at United Fan Con.  Anyone who feels so inclined should purchase some ribbon and get some tape measures to hand out.
We have received the new ICG Guidelines and have decided that they will do.  Ann explained that they had clarified the masters division guidelines in order to protect new people.  ICG is expressing strongly that these are guidelines and it is up to the masquerade director to interpret them; small masquerades may want to combine or break down the categories so they work for their masquerade.  Maura was complaining about the way some costuming groups were trying to reinvent the rules every time.  She feels the new guidelines address the concerns of these young people and will help to stop them reinventing the rules every competition.  Nancy suggested we should have a link off our website to the new guidelines.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & EXHIBITS:

Don’t forget the Star Wars exhibit at the Boston Museum of Science which opened October 27th  .  It runs thru April 30, 2006.  Look at www.Starwars.mos.org or call 617-723-2500 for more information.  The exhibit includes art work, film clips, hands on science and interactive computers:  “Where science meets imagination.”  If anyone is interested in attending with Susan, she will post.  Rich & Stephanie are planning on going Monday, January 16th, immediately following Arisia.  Contact the Fines if you are interested in going then.

November 12 & 13th, 2005, 11 am to 4 pm.  Cloak & Dagger Creations at the Littleton Mill, 410 Great Road, Littleton, MA will be hosting an Open Studio to introduce folks in the area to our new location.  We've timed it to coincide with the open house for a couple of other artists at the Mill here in Littleton.  Come and play dress-up with our cloaks and gowns!  See garments in various stages of construction; feel the fabrics and try on a headpiece.  Have a look at *all* the trim, not just what we've brought to an event!  There will be a deep sale rack as well as some fabric for sale. Phone: 978-486-4414 (9am to 9 pm)

Website: http://www.cloakmaker.com/events.html
During your visit, please take a few minutes to sit down at a sewing machine and help make stockings and bags for Katrina victims.  The bags will be for families celebrating holidays other than Christmas. It’s free; fabric, thread, patterns and instruction will be provided.  The finished stockings and bags will be collected and sent to a relief agency to be filled and distributed during the holidays.

The dance troupe Dr. Karen belongs to, Bad Raqsan's Sahra, will be performing at the Medicine Wheel spiritual on Thursday, December 1st at 9PM.  (More details as available.)  She apologizes for not making the meeting, but she was exhausted and slept until 2PM.
Ann says ‘Finishing Touches’ will be closing their doors soon as they don’t have enough money.  Susan will be providing more details.
Arisia is going to have a great costuming program as well as much media.  Their registration system is up and running.

Janice brought in costume related books and book-lights that needed to find a good home.  None were left at the end of meeting.
NEXT MEETING:

The official January meeting will be January 8, 2006 at Jerome and Kara’s in Chelmsford; directions attached.  Ann requested that J&K make sure snow is removed for parking!  Meeting starts at 10:30AM – Bring your own breakfast or lunch; drinks provided.  
There will be a January Arisia, 13-15 January, 2006, meeting TBA.

Sunday, February 12, 2006 at Pat & Allan’s for breakfast at 9:30AM.  Meeting at 10:30AM followed by Laurel Cunningham-Hill’s Makeup workshop.

(People felt this would probably take up most of the available time, so the Clothing/Costume exchange may take place in March.)  Do some Spring Cleaning; clean out your closets.  Also, bring something to wear to get your picture taken in. .. Everyone seemed to feel the things they would swap would be for thin people – they asked that thin people please come!  
Meeting adjourned at 11:30.
