NOEL MEETING MINUTES SATURDAY JULY 16, 2005
Meeting took place at Ron & Janice Dallas’ home in Arlington, MA.  In attendance were:  Ann Catelli, Vice President;  Pat Vandenberg, Secretary, & Allan Kent; Nancy Shapiro; Stephanie & Richard Fine;  Jill Eastlake; Warren Mayer; and Janice Dallas.
Due to late hours the ‘night’ before, everyone was late, though some had time for a tour of the Dallas’ lovely home before the meeting started.  Jill brought some great quilts to show off her work with her new mid-arm quilting machine, a HQ16.  Then she and Rich Fine serenaded us with “The Garb Snark’s Lament” by Dayna Thomas to the tune of “My Favorite Things”.
Meeting commenced at 2:00PM.  Presiding officer was Ann Catelli, Vice President.
PRESIDENT:  Dina is in Maine at a show, traveling with new daughter Olivia.

VP:  Here with new doll; isn’t she a pretty Dark Elf Leaf. (Time taken to admire doll.)  Ann also announced that she had been rear-ended and, due to the age of the car as well as the damage, the car had been totaled.  She is currently in the process of interviewing  ‘new’ vehicles.
SECRETARY:  Computer still having issues, but managed to get things up and running before most people appeared.   Still trying to get the system working efficiently.  Prior meeting minutes accepted as submitted.
TREASURER:   Susan unable to attend as she was scheduled for another event.  Nancy had brought check statement to pass on to Susan; took them back.  Ann said we are still solvent.
WEBMISTRESS:  People have looked at website.  It was determined we still have one.

NEWSLETTER:  Ann suggested Jill write up what she saw at Gaylaxicon.
It was decided that Gaylaxicon needs more costumers.  People PLEASE submit articles to Maura.

OLD BUSINESS:  
Measuring tapes and pens are available for people to purchase at $2 per set (1 pen – your choice of color plus 1 measuring tape.)  Jill showed Janice what they look like.
NOEL has costuming going to both Arisia and LACon.  Speak to Ann Catelli or Jerome Conner if interested.

SUNDAY Noon July 24th, Don & Jill’s in Milford:  Sewing class – bring fabric scissors, patterns, etc.; sewing machines a plus.  Directions can be resent if requested; see June Minutes.  Ann suggested people wash and iron any cloth they buy and that they buy an additional ¼ yard or so just to make sure you have enough in case of shrinkage.  Don’t forget to get simple patterns.
(Gravity was tested when Janice’s water decided to tip; it worked!)

Jill sent in the two squares she had created for Bobbi’s quilt just before we were notified that Bobbi had died.  Joann completed the quilt and sent it in to Marty.
CONVENTION REPORTS:

Jill & Don Eastlake were at Gaylaxicon, Cambridge, MA.  Susan deGuardiola ran a Barrayarian Ball (e.g. Lois McMaster Bujold’s creation.)  There was a fashion show.  There were about 300 people in attendance.  Jill & Don ran the Chicago in 2008 table for two days; people appeared interested.
Rich and Stephanie went to Shore Leave in Maryland.  They took flyers – some were actually taken by others.  They saw Marty Gear while there.  He was Professor Dumbledore in a fan production of “Harry Potter and the Giant Robot from the Plant Krasni” (the Russian word for red).

Don Eastlake took flyers to Reader Con in Burlington, MA.

Ron & Janice are off to Costume College, July 29-31st.  The kilt class has been cancelled.  They will be taking an Edwardian Onesies class.  They are each taking one other class.  Andrea Schewe, a major designer for Simplicity patterns, and her boss will be in attendance.

Coppercon 25 September 9-11, 2005, in Phoenix, AZ has a masquerade.

The World SF Convention will be happening in Glasgow August 5-9, 2005.  The Eastlakes, Pat and Allan, and Janet Johnston will be attending.  Janet will be a judge at the masquerade.

NEW BUSINESS:

Laurel Cunningham-Hill has agreed to run a make-up class in the Fall, concentrating on what is needed for the LACon 2006 Worldcon costume.

It was moved and seconded and approved to move the October meeting to the 16th of October rather than the 9th, as we are no longer meeting at the lodge and the 9th is Albacon.  We should discuss, on list, place and time TBD.  PLEASE let people know your opinion – send email to noel2@pothole.com!
ANNOUNCEMENTS & EXHIBITS:

The “Garb Snark” (see above) was e-mailed through Margo’s Patterns. (Janice will ask Dayna if she would be willing to be an ‘interesting’ link off our website, or if we can post her URL to our list.)

“Virtual Costumer” from the Silcon Web – internet chapter of ICG – has pictures of social from Costume Con 23 and a Dreamcatcher award write-up and pictures.  (It was noted – with emphasis – by our VP that Their newsletter has articles and pictures!)

Randwulf’s Pirate Shirt Pattern appears in the latest “Cactus Needles.”

A chainmail making write-up with a picture of a teddy bear in chainmail is also shown.

Laughing Moon Mercantile (www.lafnmoon.com) has a new Ladies’  Early 1860’s Day Dress with 3 sleeve options pattern, sizes 6-26.
NEXT MEETING:

It was voted (in June) to skip the August meeting due to too many obligations.

September 11th.  At Pat and Allan’s in Mendon, MA, directions can be resent if requested.   Food at 9:30AM; Meeting at 10:30AM.
October 16th – rest TBD.  Don’t forget to make your opinion heard!

Meeting adjourned at 2:40PM
