MINUTES OF NOEL MEETING 11-14-04

In attendance were:  Dina Flockhart (President), Ian and Eleah Flockhart, Susan Smith (Treasurer), Pat Vandenberg (Secretary) and Allan Kent, Jill Eastlake, Ron and Janice Dallas, Nancy Shapiro, Jerome Conner and Kara Haff, Dan Zimmerman, Susan Brown and Doug Ray, Rich and Stephanie Fine, Matt LeVan and Lise Fracalossi.

Meeting convened at 9:55 AM at the Lodge.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Dina announced that she had survived Faire Season!  She congratulated all of us for convening at this ungodly hour.  Dina wants to make moving forward on workshops a priority for today.

VICE PRESIDENT:  Missing in action.

TREASURER:  We still have a healthy balance in our account.  Treasurer’s report to ICG got in on time.  Sue asked that if anyone has changes in their e-mail, phone numbers, mailing address etc. to please get them to her as quickly as possible as she needs to send these in on her report to ICG.

SECRETARY:  Pat asked if everyone had read the minutes that were sent out 10/11/04. (Janice had kindly printed off a copy that was circulating.)  She then asked for changes; hearing none, the Minutes of the October meeting were accepted as printed.   Pat then announced that Artic Circle, the costume that received Best In Show at Worldcon, would be reprising their presentation, not in competition, at the Arisia Masquerade.   Lastly, she announced that the belly dance troupe she belongs to, Hippy Chix, would be doing a showcase, called Cornucopia, at the Stow Unitarian Universalist church on Saturday, November 20, 2004, 7PM.  All are invited.  (See attached invitation.)

WEBMISTRESS:  Dina asked Lisa if she had unpacked; affirmative.  (Yeah Lisa!) Lisa is working with Jill to get NOEL web access.  Lisa will be working with Sue to get the  pictures Sue has received up on our website.

NEWSLETTER:  Dina said to Stephanie:  bug people!  Ron Dallas has volunteered to do an article on the Banyan.  Sue has pictures which can also be used.  Stephanie to contact people and get a newsletter produced.

OLD BUSINESS: 

Dina requested people sign up for the Arisia Fan Table that Pat has requested to be next to the Masquerade Registration table at Arisia.  Jill announced that the Chicago in 2008 bid saw the NOEL tablecloth at the Worldcon table and talked her into making one for them.  Dina also reminded people that displaying work that you do at the table can get you commissions.  The more interest you can bring to the table the more interest there will be at the table.

Dina will be doing Dealer’s Room at Arisia and will ask Ian to sit at NOEL’s table when she can’t.  People can leave things with her in the Dealer’s Room if the table is not being manned.  Dina asked Jerome about Mupz:  he announced that they will not be presenting at Arisia.  Dina asked that, in that case, a few heads be brought to be displayed at the fan table.

Dina asked what people thought about taking Irving’s skin to display over the mezzanine balcony at the Boston Park Plaza.  Hearing an affirmative, Pat volunteered to ask the Powers that Be for permission to do so.  Dina will be taking charge of the skin etc., to see about other display opportunities.  She mentioned the SCA’s Berka as a possibility.

Dina apologized about missing the LOTR exhibit as she had a wedding costume problem.  Dina invited people to look at her website, cloakmaker.com\gallery, and compare her Saramen to LOTRs.  

Stephanie volunteered to make sure NOEL flyers will be present at Philcon.

Dina invited people to do costumes for the Goth Beachwear Fashion Show at Arisia, Friday night at 10PM in the Terrace Room.   Dina asked Nancy to model a Goth creation … “ I want to see it first”, was Nancy’s comment!

Dina is now back online.  Winbook had to replace LOTS of parts on her New Winbook, however, her 8-year-old one is still working.

Costume College is doing a Medieval theme next year.

Dina suggested we forget about ‘what era’ as far as NOEL’s costuming workshop is concerned.  Instead we will start with undergarments.  It was decided that December 12th, after our meeting at the lodge, we will play with skivvies of all periods!  Bring your patterns and your books, cloth, boning – whatever you think will be needed for undergarments.  There is a possibility that we will be doing our construction in Dina’s new digs.

We will Not be charging a fee for these workshops!  Spread the word.  People can call Dina’s number 1-978-486-4414 for more information.  This is a good way to get more members for NOEL!

NEW BUSINESS:

Susan had sent in costume updates.  She suggested we advertise NOEL in others’  costume events newsletters.  Dina suggested we put our meetings in their various Calendar listings.  Jerome suggested a PR announcement.

Sue is gathering possible venues for the Time Traveler’s Gala scheduled for sometime in 2005; date to be determined.  The main determining factors will be when we get enough costume pieces completed with our various Workshops and when a venue is available.  Let Sue know if you have any suggestions.

NEXT MEETINGS:

.

There is a breakfast the second Sunday of December – 12/12/04 – at the Lodge at 9:00AM – Meeting at 9:45AM.  Be There!  We will be delving into undergarment evolution exploration immediately after the meeting – or as soon as we get to where we will be working.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Jill, who has been co-producing, announced that The Washington Street Players final production of Neil Simon’s “Rumors” is at the Holliston Town Hall at 4PM today.  People who had seen it had good things to say about it!

Pat and Allan went to the Weston Weaver’s Guild display and sale that Nancy had announced through e-mail.  They had some very nice scarves (Pat got a wool/silk combo) and miscellany, but only two people with drop-spindles, no looms. 

Nancy is planning to go to the CostumeCon in Utah, April 29- May 2 of 2005. www.costumecon.org.  Ron and Janice have tickets and may go.  Nancy is looking for roommate and possible traveling companions.  Please contact her either online thru NOEL or by phone 508-481-4962 if you are interested in joining her.

Jerome announced that United Fan Con/aka/Wishcon had its last convention last weekend.  Financial difficulties are listed as the problem.  Pat announced that she has seen newspaper articles mentioning that there had been a decrease of attendance at all SF conventions in the past few years.

Janice and Ron also brought in:

“The Virtual Costumer”, Vol 2, Issue 4 of the Silicon Web Costumers’ Guild Newsletter; this included an artists’ gathering in the dessert called “Burning Man” which included some painted people and men wearing skirts as it is Very Hot there.

“Sheer Artistry:  Indelible Style”, a brochure about a conference in New York sponsored by the NYU School of Continuing and Professional Studies.   December 3-5 2004.  It examines the relationship between fashion and art; in particular the use of embellishment and the inspiration for it.  Conference is $355.  You can register on line at www.scps.nyu.edu/fashion.

“Cactus Needles”; Vol 11 #11 of the Newsletter of the Southwest Costumers Guild.

Adjourned at 10:40am

